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THE GATES - AN UPDATE 
 Our attorney in this matter, Mr. Joseph Singleton, attended our October board meeting and gave us a 
short synopsis of the current status. We are still waiting to be scheduled to appear before the Master-In-Equity 
to present our case. In the interim, we have been granted a “stay” to maintain the gates in place until the matter 
is settled. He reported that the Forest Lakes neighborhood has had difficulty with their presentation and has 
been given further instructions and guidelines to follow before proceeding. 
 Mr. Singleton has informed us that the two petitions are quite different and that our preparation which 
included contacting all of the effected parties puts us in a more favorable position. He is also quite hopeful that 
we will receive a “quit claim “ deed from International Paper which will convey the land under the roads and 
rights of way to the Association. 
 We are discussing our legal options with our attorney regarding court calendar and case assignments. 
We have additional factors which will be brought before the judge which should work in our favor. 
 After meeting with County Solicitor John Weaver, Mr. Singleton is confident that the information we 
have compiled will result in a favorable decision. However, that decision could be another six (6) or eight (8) 
months away. We have also been informed that expert witnesses in road construction and design, traffic safety 
issues and the health and welfare of our residents will be solicited for testimony on our behalf. 
 In the meantime, the Board will continue to address your concerns and pass them along to our attorney 
for use in our presentation. Please continue to contact any board member with your concerns and we will keep 
you informed through the News & Views. New information may also be distributed by means of a flier or 
posted on our website at  www.myrtletracesc.org.    
 
DOG WALKING 
 Has it really been that long? Is it really more than a year? It seems like just last month, but we checked 
back through old issues of News & Views and found that we have not addressed the issue of dog walking in 
the past year. We have, however, received letters about the subject. So, all, please take notice: 
TO ALL DOG WALKERS: You are responsible for respecting the property of your neighbors by picking up 
after your pets and keeping them leashed. 
TO ALL PROPERTY OWNERS: You are responsible for respecting the rights of your neighbors to make use 
of the right of way which extends 25 feet outward from the center of the road. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING 
 The annual meeting of the MTHOA is rapidly approaching and the Nominating Committee is busily 
preparing for the meeting which will take place on February 9, 2008, at 2:00 pm at Horry-Georgetown 
Technical College. The Committee consists of Thomas Gray, Chairman, John Brunk, Alta Fox, Bernice Gray, 
Gerri Holley, Jenny Jennemann, Nancy Seeds and Dorothy Silvernail. The Committee was formed in October 
and will be looking for candidates for two board terms of three years each. If you are asked to be a candidate, 
please give it your careful consideration. We have a lot of untapped talent in our community so, as they once 
said on the wartime posters, WE NEED YOU!! If anyone knows of a good candidate, please call Tom Gray at 
234-0120 or e-mail him at GRAROC@AOL.COM.   
                 Continued on Page 2 
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ANNUAL MEETING LOCATION 
 We would like to explain the change in location for the annual 
meeting this year and, we hope, for many years to come. First, it is closer to 
Myrtle Trace and the need to negotiate Highway 501 will be eliminated. 
There is ample parking and handicapped accessibility and the auditorium has 
plenty of comfortable seating in a less cavernous setting. Overall, it will be 
more convenient and economical at Horry-Georgetown Tech. 
 
WHY DO WE HAVE PONDS? 
 Normal climate conditions in coastal areas of South Carolina bring 
sufficient rainfall to meet our usual needs.  As communities develop in this 
region, even moderate rainfall can pose a problem for the residents.  Natural 
absorption into the soil is critically reduced when acres of land are converted 
to roof areas, driveways, sidewalks and paved roads.  Developers are 
required to set aside acres for the construction of retention ponds to collect 
the storm water runoff from the roofs, driveways, roads, etc.  Our 24.6 acres 
of water area are part of a county-wide storm water management system. In 
Myrtle Trace we have 15 retention ponds and 8 spillways conveying water 
into the County system.  The level at which retention ponds spill excess 
collections of water into this County system is regulated. 
 When developers construct retention ponds, efforts are made to 
blend these drainage conduits into the overall site plan, making them part of 
a planned landscape.  We have named our 15 retention ponds and often refer 
to them as “lakes”. When constructed, the depth of each retention pond was 
influenced by the amount of fill needed to bring surrounding building lots to 
the elevation required by building code for the foundation slabs or our 
homes.  Most of our ponds are shallow, usually not more than a few feet 
deep, since for storm water runoff the critical measure is prospective water 
area above the spillway and not the depth of the water below the spill level. 
 
WHAT DETERMINES THE WATER LEVELS OF OUR 
RETENTION PONDS AND HOW AND WHY DO WE MANAGE 
THOSE LEVELS? 
 The main source of water for the ponds is rainfall.  Originally we 
had two wells from which we drew water to supplement the rainfall.  We 
have dug two additional wells over recent years in an effort to keep the level 
of water not higher than one inch below the spillways, so as to preserve the 
banks in some of the retention ponds. With these 4 wells and two transfer 
pumps we are able to manage pond levels because many of the ponds are 
interconnected.  The South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) approved the four wells on our property and 
a groundwater withdrawal permit for a total of 42,500,000 gallons per year.  
Our ponds are interconnected into four groupings served by these wells.  
Regulations call for annual reports in January listing withdrawals for each 
well for each of the twelve months.  The permitted use is for irrigation 
purposes.  Pumps extracting pond water for irrigation are installed in Tern 
(along Burning Ridge Road), Bunting (on Myrtle Trace Drive near Berry 
Tree Lane) and Osprey (at the end of Myrtle Trace Drive near the gates).  
The well water supplements rainfall in replenishment of draw down for 
irrigation and to maintain pond levels for nourishment of lake edge  
      Continued on next page 

BOWLING 
 During the first eight weeks 
of the season, the C’s & S team 
(Yvette Campbell, Frank Shilling & 
Jerry Campbell) only lost one 
match and they are leading the 
league with 44 points. Pat’s Guys 
(Pat Fisher, Howard Perrault & Ted 
Ackley) has been the only team to 
beat C’s & S and they are in 2nd 
place with 41 points. Two Guys & 
A Gal (Mike Lakatos, Holly 
McOwen & Dan McOwen) are in 
3rd with 38 points. 
 Recent high scores have 
been bowled by Barry Moore (246, 
690), Dan McOwen (219, 576), 
Nelson Fisher (563),Ted Ackley 
(558), Jerry Campbell (552), Don 
Samsel (222), Mary Ellen Bess 
(190, 530), Yvette Campbell (199, 
527) and Therese Moore (199, 502). 
 High averages to date are 
being maintained by Dan McOwen 
(184), Barry Moore (179), Jerry 
Campbell (176), Ted Ackley (175), 
Yvette Campbell (152.8), Therese 
Moore (152.5), Pat Fisher (143) and 
Mary Ellen Bess (139). 

MYRTLE TRACE WEBSITE 
 

www.myrtletracesc.org 
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vegetation.  In periods of drought, we are overtaken by evaporation rates and through September we have withdrawn 
6,074,852 gallons more than our permitted use.  Several years ago we had this experience and our explanation of 
drought impact was accepted without penalty.  We are doing all possible to minimize our exposure and demonstrate 
responsible use of water resources.  There is a committee in place which monitors rainfall amounts, weather forecasts 
and water usage and turns the well pumps and transfer pumps on and off as deemed necessary.  
 
WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT THE QUALITY OF THE WATER IN OUR RETENTION PONDS? 
 Maintenance of our pond system is contracted to Estate Management Services, Inc.  They are charged with 
treating our 24.63 acres of pond water to control undesirable plant growth and adjust water chemistry as needed.  
Sterile grass eating carp are stocked to assist in control.  Aquatic plant growth is exacerbated by sunlight penetration 
and becomes troublesome when water levels drop as during the drought conditions we have experienced this summer.  
We usually introduce a light blocking dye in our shallower ponds to control plant and algae blooms.  Additionally, 
our grounds maintenance contractor is charged with removal of accumulations of windblown floating debris 
including grass clippings, pine straw, pinecones and limbs from the ponds as required. 
 Water quality can be impacted by outside events. We’ve had a recent incident in Tern Lake where 
construction silt from the Portrait Homes development washed into the pond killing the fish and remaining in 
suspension in the water.  We reported the incident to the County resulting in a silt barrier installation at the Portrait 
Homes development and the planned construction of a culvert system from the Portrait Homes development to 
Myrtle Trace Drive at which point a spillway barrier is to be placed.  The primary advantage of the spillway barrier is 
to prevent water introduced from our wells into Tern Lake from flowing upstream to the neighboring property.  When 
that work has been completed we have been authorized to introduce chemicals to settle the silt in suspension in Tern 
Lake.  Since Tern Lake is located at the entrance to Myrtle Trace and is the most noticeable to all our residents, the 
Board is also looking into ways to solve the problems existing in the narrow connecting waterway behind the homes 
on Glenwood Drive. One option not yet considered would be to install an underground culvert and cover the culvert 
similar to what the County and State are to do along Burning Ridge Road south of Myrtle Trace Drive. 
  
WHAT DOES THE ASSOCIATION DO ABOUT THE APPEARANCE OF THE PONDS? 
 The Association is obligated to preserve and maintain the retention pond system that was put in place by the 
developer and which benefits the community by handling storm water runoff.  A committee of the Board manages the 
quantity of the water in the ponds.  We hire professionals to manage the quality of the water in the ponds. Our 
grounds maintenance contract includes a clause requiring that contractor to remove windblown debris from the 
surface of the ponds. We have also employed submerged aeration equipment and found it helpful in maintaining 
water quality when winds do not sufficiently roil the water surface. Changes in the plantings on the pond banks can 
have a positive effect on the quality of the water processed naturally through this retention system.  

Unlike naturally occurring watercourses, our retention ponds were designed for a specific purpose – namely, 
managing storm water runoff and should not be compared to the appearance of a natural lake or pond. This past year 
in particular, abnormal climate conditions have not brought sufficient rainfall to meet our needs. Usually, we 
experience periodic heavy runoff which serves to flush our pond systems.  This is a natural purging which we may 
not accomplish artificially by using metered well water. In spite of all our efforts to keep the retention ponds 
functioning properly and looking attractive, there will be times when there will be unwanted growth in the ponds, or a 
scum on the surface of the water, or discoloration of the water or very little water; however even when these 
unwanted natural events occur the retention ponds are still fulfilling the purpose for which they were designed. 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
 The Myrtle Trace Neighborhood Watch Program was reorganized and expanded under the leadership of Co-
ordinator Jack Von Deck  at a meeting held on October 15th. Jean D’Amelio, Bill Bogle, John Brunk, Nelson Fisher, 
Howard Gump, Ray Hoffman and Gary Skeen will serve as Phase Captains. An additional Phase Captain is needed 
for Phase VI. Anyone interested is asked to call Jack Von Deck at 234-2763. With the addition of a new Wal-Mart in 
the neighborhood along with the possibility of a Home Depot or other retailers, increased vigilance  and awareness is 
imperative. More information will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead.   



MYRTLE 
      TRACE-MART 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO.....… 
 
SELL - 15" Flat Screen Computer Monitor, originally $250, will sell for $75. Please call  
Nona at 347-1959  (9) 
 
FIND - White hexagonal floor and wall tiles. Empty out your attic and bring them to 220 Wedgewood  
Lane (9) 
 
BUY - A tabletop or free-standing painting easel. Please call Betty at 347-0068    (9) 
 
WANTED - The Crafters need 2 pound 2.5oz (34.5oz) metal cans w/ plastic lids (coffee or nut cans). If you 
have any, please drop them off at 220 Wedgewood Lane.  (9) 
 
FIND -  Someone to RENT my home at 111 Hickory Drive. 3BR, 2 Baths. Available immediately. Please call 
Leonard Call Rental at 1-800-280-7676.    Joe Riccioli (10) 
 
SELL - Eight-foot  Werner fiberglass stepladder with green trim.  Load capacity: 225 lbs.  New ...never used. 
Paid $80...asking $50.  Call 347-0743.    (10) 
 
SELL - Large Honeywell air purifier - never used. $40.00   Holmes humidifier - never used. $40.00   
Compressor (asthma) Nepoulizer System - never used. $60.00  One set of lite stained wood shutters 44W x 
33L  (4) panels $30.00  One set of  white faux wood shutters (2) panels 28W x 29L (2) panels $30.00 Samsung 
VCR player $50.00  Large microwave (gently used) $80.00.  Please call Susie at 347-1859    (10) 
 
SELL - PowaKaddy  electric golf cart. Excellent shape - used less than 15 rounds. With battery and charger. 
Adjustable speed - folds up. Price new - about $800. Will sell for $325. Call me at 234-2991 (446-4761 cell) or 
stop by at 136 Berry Tree Lane. Howard Gump     (11) 
 
BORROW - War memorabilia for the Veterans Day Tribute. Please call Sheila Reynolds at 347-0787. I will 
pick up and deliver (return).       (11) 
 
FIND - Someone to RENT my 2 BR, 1,300 sq. ft. town home on Cricket Court in Myrtle Trace. Please call 
Ron Crow at 843-222-3296 for an appointment. Diana De Feo       (11)  
 

HOSPICE CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY GIFT COLLECTION 
 The Activities Committee is pleased to sponsor the Hospice Children’s Holiday Gift Collection. In previous 
years Myrtle Trace has been very generous in giving to this worthy cause. We want to make the holidays special for chil-
dren that are dealing with the tragedy of a dying parent. 
 You may give as a group (Bridge, Canasta, Poker, Bowling, Golf, etc..) or as an individual. In past years we 
have given gifts and gift certificates for clothing and toys depending on the age of the child. If you would like to contrib-
ute to this worthwhile endeavor, please make your checks payable to Carolyne Peachey and mark them as Hospice dona-
tions. If it is a group gift, be sure to give me the name of the group. 
 You may drop your donations off at 103 Walnut Circle or call me and I will pick it up. Please do so by Novem-
ber 30th so I will have time to shop for and wrap the gifts. If you have any questions, please call me at 347-5810. 
                        Lynn Peachey 



LOST 
 On the evening of October 
11th, we lost our orange tabby cat, 
“Morris”. He is an “inside” cat 
and has no front claws. If anyone 
has any information regarding 
Morris, it would be deeply 
appreciated if you would contact 
me at 843-347-2769. 
        Robert Zelloe 
                   112 Mayberry Lane 

GARDEN CLUB 
In spite of the continued dry weather and unseasonable heat, 

there is quite a bit of color in the Myrtle Trace Garden. In late October, 
some of the Sasanqua camellias came into bloom and  the Brugmansia 
variety (Halo Peach) surprised all of us by re-blooming (it had bloomed 
earlier in late June). This particular plant is located on the right side of 
the Clubhouse (as you face it). If you take the time to walk through the 
garden, you will see several of the Encore azaleas in bloom, as well as 
many of the annuals which were recently planted. 

You may also notice that some of our larger plants have been 
relocated to a more desirable location since they were obstructing a 
good view of other plants. This is a normal type of situation , since 
many plants exceed their predicted size when well-cared for (that’s a 
pat on the back for our hard-working volunteers!!). 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, November 1 at 2 PM in 
the Clubhouse - won’t you please make an effort to attend - we would 
like to hear what your likes and dislikes may be. 

 
          “You can bury a lot of troubles by digging in the dirt.” Unknown 

                                       
                     Paul Alexander  

                    

Thank You 
To All Our Friends and 
Neighbors, 
      Words cannot express all the 
heartfelt appreciation my family 
and I have for all the kindnesses 
and words of sympathy that were 
given to us with Carl's death. God 
bless you all and thank you. 
              Rose Suess 

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 Friday, November 9th will be Bingo Night at 7:00 pm. Come 
join in the fun!!!    Please honor our veterans on Sunday, November 
11th from 3-5 at the Clubhouse.   Monday, November 19th, is Pot Luck 
at 5:30 pm. Many thanks to Bunker Chipps for his work as chairman of 
the Pot Luck Committee and for all his and Carolyn's work for these 
many years on the Activities Committee. They will be missed.  The 
new chairpersons for the Pot Luck Committee are Ed & Maureen 
Lowndes.  Their committee includes Joyce Remaly, Tom Schwind-
inger,  David & Rosemarie Smyth, and Mike & Sheilah Reynolds. 

Lynn Peachey is chairperson for the Hospice Children’s Holiday 
Gift Collection for the children of Hospice patients.  Please call her at 
347-5810. 

Mark on your calendars for Sunday, December 9th from 3:30 
to 8:30 pm for the Open House for Christmas tour of six homes. Our 
annual "Night of the Luminaries"  will be on Saturday, 15 December 
with a rain date of Sunday, 16 December.  Those residents who have a 
stockpile of #6 white bags, sand or votive candles, are asked to notify 
the chairperson, Charlene Rose, 234-1730, of the availability of their 
supply to aid in this year's display of lights.   

Happy Thanksgiving!!  Be sure to drive and fly safely if you are 
leaving town. 

                                                                         Beth Crow 

ARCHITECTURAL   
REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 The Architectural Review 
Committee has revised the Home-
owner's Guidelines and Restric-
tions. A new copy revised and 
dated October 2007 will be dis-
tributed to all homes in late Octo-
ber or early November. 
    
   Pat Hosford 

To our Myrtle Trace friends, 
 At times of great sadness, 
it’s easier to come back from the 
depths when others are there to 
console and give a hug. 
 Losing our son in February 
and then losing Bill has been diffi-
cult, but Myrtle Tracers are al-
ways there when needed. 
 We thank each and every 
one of you. 
               Jeanne & Don Bredbeck 






